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Brittany Thomas
Parkway South – Girls Basketball
 

The 5’6” senior guard averaged 24 points a game to lead the 
Patriots to a 2-1 record at the Gerald Linneman Parkway Tip-Off 
Classic last week.

 Thomas had 20 points, seven rebounds, four steals and two assists 
in South’s 52-48 victory over Parkway West. She scored a season-
high 36 points and had five rebounds in South’s 80-66 loss to a strong 
Parkway North team. She also had 17 points in the Patriots’ 52-48 
victory over Parkway Central.

For the season, Thomas is averaging 24.3 points and 5.3 rebounds 
while shooting 46 percent from the field and 70 percent from the free 
throw line.

As a junior, Thomas averaged 15.1 points and four rebounds a 
game. Thomas led the Patriots to the Class 5 state quarterfinals as a 
sophomore in 2012.

Sean Clancey
Cardinal Ritter – Boys Basketball
 

The 6’3” senior guard enjoyed a big week in leading the Lions to 
two victories in the Whitfield Round Robin Tournament.

Clancey had 28 points and six rebounds to lead Ritter past host 
Whitfield 55-40. He added 27 points, eight rebounds, four assists and 
five steals to lead the Lions past DeSmet 62-40.

For the season, Clancey is averaging 25.5 points, 6.6 rebounds 
and 2.7 steals a game in leading Ritter to a 5-1 record. He also scored 
a game-high 29 points against highly-regarded McCluer North in 
a 72-70 overtime loss in the championship game of the St. Francis 
Borgia Thanksgiving Tournament.

As a junior, Clancey averaged 15.6 points, 5.7 rebounds and 2.3 
steals in leading Ritter to a berth in the Class 3 district finals.
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gold. Sadly, it wasn’t good 
enough, and a phenomenal 
season is now tainted with a 
spectacular defeat.

Alexander loses title

Prospects were good for 
a reversal of fortune later 
Saturday night as two boxers 
with STL ties fought on 
Showtime Championship 
Boxing in Brooklyn. Sakio 
Bika, who represents St. Louis 
by way of Australia, won a 
tough fight against Andre 
Dirrell to bring his super-
middleweight title back to the 
Midwest. 

Devon Alexander wasn’t 
so lucky. Alexander dropped 
a close but decisive decision 
to childhood nemesis Shawn 
Porter in a rough and bloody 
battle that left both men with 
facial lacerations by the end of 
the bout.

Despite being the more 
naturally gifted fighter in the 

ring, Alexander decided to 
stand and trade with his strong 
and stocky opponent. There 
were times when Alexander 
showed flashes of the crisp 
combination punching and 
excellent lateral movement 
that helped make him a multi-
division champion. However, 
his decision to stand toe-to-
toe with his foe, despite his 
trainer’s pleas against it, cost 
him his crown. 

The loss was the second of 
Alexander’s career. Still, he 
should be able to bounce back 
with a renewed focus on his 
natural style.

Rams shut down 
by Arizona D

The only thing consistent 
about the St. Louis Rams 
this season has been their 
inconsistency. The same team 
that ran the playoff-bound 
Indianapolis Colts out of town 
was thumped 30-10 by the 
Arizona Cardinals. At 8-5, the 
Cardinals now occupy the third 
wheel status the Rams were 
expected to fill in the NFC 
West. Sure, Sam Bradford’s 
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the best in the Public High 
League.

Kortney Dunbar 
(Edwardsville): Talented 
6’2” swing who can shoot 
the 3-pointer. Signed with 
Tennessee.

Braennan Farrar (Miller 
Career Academy): Excellent 
senior point guard who led 
Phoenix to the PHL title.

Khalia Miller (North Tech): 
Talented guard who led North 
Tech to the Class 3 Final Four 
last season.

Lauryn Miller (Kirkwood): 
Talented freshman forward 

who is already making a big 
impact this season.

Taylor Miller (Metro): 
Versatile 5’11” forward 
who does everything for the 
Panthers.

Jordan Roundtree 
(Parkway West): Smooth 
5’9” sophomore guard who is 
averaging 17 points a game.

Alesia Sutton (Parkway 
North): Outstanding 
sophomore point guard who is 
one of the best in the state.

Brittany Thomas (Parkway 
South): Talented senior guard 
who scored 36 points in a 
game last week.

Rachel Thompson 
(MICDS): Hard-working 5’9” 
sophomore who is one of the 
top young players in the area.

Gabby Walker (St. 
Charles): A 6’0” sophomore 
who led the Pirates in scoring 
and rebounding as a freshman.

Zoe Wallis (Parkway 
Central): A 6’3” senior post 
player who led the Colts to a 
district title last season.

Teams to watch: Incarnate 
Word, Edwardsville, St. 
Joseph’s Miller Career 
Academy, Parkway North, 
MICDS, Kirkwood, Parkway 
South, Mater Dei, Belleville 
West, Hazelwood Central, 
Webster Groves, Fort Zumwalt 
West, Cor Jesu, Breese 
Central, North Tech, Lutheran 
(St. Charles).

injury deserves some of the 
blame, but the Rams are the 
youngest team in the NFL and 
it shows.

Carson Palmer and Larry 
Fitzgerald had a field day 
against the Rams’ struggling 
secondary, connecting 12 
times for nearly 100 yards. 
Offensively, the Rams’ 
running game was shut down 
by the Cardinals and the 
passing game was pedestrian. 

With the loss, the Rams 
were officially eliminated from 
playoff contention, although 
that term hasn’t been seriously 
used in St. Louis since the 
year Facebook was invented. 
Sunday’s loss was another 
bitter reminder that playoff 
football is still far away.

Blues lose too

Even the St. Louis Blues, 
who have been off to a fast and 
encouraging start this season, 

were in the festive mood last 
weekend when the team gave 
away five goals in a 2-5 loss to 
the Anaheim Ducks over the 
weekend. Goaltender Jaroslav 
Halak gave away three goals 

in the first eight minutes of the 
game and continued a recent 
tradition of slow first-period 
starts. 

Hopefully, the Blue Notes 
will get it back together after 
losing three out of four games, 
all to California-based teams. 
Next holiday season, instead 
of giving up goals, try sending 
guacamole to the West Coast 
to satisfy those Secret Santa 

duties.  Still, the  Blues have 
plenty of season left and 
should finish near the top of 
the Western Conference.

Follow Ishmael and In 
the Clutch on Twitter @
intheclutchstl and on Google+. 
Tune in to his weekly sports 
Hangouts on youtube.com/
stlamericanvideo.

n A phenomenal Mizzou season is now tainted 
with a spectacular defeat.

Defending Class 4 state champion Incarnate Word Academy is ranked among the top 
five girls basketball teams in the country in several national polls. Coach Dan Rolfes 
(right) returns his top four players in Gwen Adams, Nakiah Bell, Napheesa Collier and 
McKenna Treece.

By Earl Austin Jr.
Of The St. Louis 
American
 

Many of the region’s 
top basketball players and 
teams will be in town this 
weekend to play in the 
Rameybasketball Midwest 
Showdown Shootout, 
which will be on Saturday 
at McCluer North High.

The eight-game event 
features teams from 
four different states. 
It is being presented 
by Terrell Ramey of 
Rameybasketball.com.

Here is the schedule of 
games for Saturday:

Hazelwood East 
vs. Whitfield, 10 a.m. 
– Hazelwood East has 
one of the top teams 
in the Suburban North 
Conference. Whitfield is 
led by senior frontcourt 
players Dimitri Rucker and 
Jacob Ekstrand.

St. Mary’s vs. Alton 
Marquette, 11:30 a.m. 
– Two of the area’s top 
senior guards will be 

on display. St. Mary’s is led 
by high-scoring guard Josh 
Robinson, who is headed to 
Austin Peay. Marquette is led 
by 6’3” senior Deion Lavender, 
who is also a Division I 
prospect.

St. Charles vs. Ensworth 
(TN), 1 p.m. – St. Charles is 
one of the top Class 4 teams 
in town, led by junior guard 
Casey Teson. Ensworth is 
led by nationally-ranked 6’5” 
junior Andrew Fleming.

Fort Zumwalt North vs. 
Plainfield East (Ill), 2:30 p.m. 
– North is led by 6’2” senior 
guard Chaz Glotta, who has 
signed with Southern Illinois. 
Plainfield East features 6’5” 
junior Aaron Jordan, who is 
one of the top players in the 
state of Illinois.

Jennings vs. Willard 
(MO), 4 p.m. – Jennings is led 
by 6’6” senior athlete Brandon 
Hollins. Willard comes to 
town led by 6’5” athlete Chris 
Kendrix, who has signed with 
Missouri State. 

Hazelwood Central vs. 

Alton, 5:30 p.m. – The Hawks 
are a very athletic team led 
by 6’2” senior Demarco 
Buchanan, 6’6” junior Marcus 
George and 6’5” sophomore 
Xavier Sneed. Alton is a quick 
and talented team led by 6’3” 
junior Carlos Anderson and 
senior guards D’Tae McMurray 
and Michael Williams-Bey.

CBC vs. Bentonville 
(Ark), 7 p.m. – The Cadets 
feature 6’8” Texas recruit 
Jordan Barnett and talented 
sophomore guard Jordan 
Barnes. Bentonville has one of 
the nation’s top sophomores in 
6’6” Malik Monk.

McCluer North vs. 
Chicago Morgan Park – The 
Stars are a talented team, led by 
senior guard Rashad Lindsey, 
senior forward Dorian Holland 
and sophomore guard Zeke 
Moore. Morgan Park won the 
IHSA Class Class 3A state title 
a year ago. They feature 6’7” 
senior Josh Cunningham and 
top junior guard Kain Harris.

Admission of the event 
is $10 for adults and $8 for 
students with a valid ID.

Midwest Showdown 
Shootout

Eight games with teams 
from four states


