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By Kenya Vaughn
Of The St. Louis American

“The main objective of this 
international festival is the promotion 
of knowledge, life and culture of the 
people of Africa worldwide through 
the art of documentary filmmaking,” 
said Ephrem Andemariam, the 
program coordinator of African and 
African American studies at the 
University of Missouri St. Louis.

Andemariam is an organizer of 
the Africa World Documentary Film 
Festival, which returns for its seventh 
year this week at the Missouri History 
Museum.

Sponsored by the E. Desmond 
Lee Professorship in African/African 
American Studies and International 

Studies and Programs at UMSL, this 
year’s festival features films that 
showcase a broad range of the many 
layers of life found within the African 
experience.

“Through the art of documentary 
filmmaking, the festival is committed 
to the promotion of knowledge, life 
and culture, of the people of Africa 
worldwide,” said Niyi Coker, festival 
director and E. Desmond Lee Professor 
in African and African-American 
Studies at the University of Missouri – 
St. Louis.  

“We celebrate and congratulate 
the extraordinary group of talented 
filmmakers who have employed their 
craft and skills in the exploration of 
African subjects.”

The festival features submissions by 

By Nancy Fowler 
Of St. Louis Public Radio

A South City Prep student who 
wrote about her best friend’s death 
set a high bar in the 7th Grade Poetry 
Foundation contest, created by Aaron 
Williams. But this year’s school 
winner seems ready to carry the 
mantle.

Last Wednesday, April 16, 83 
seventh-graders performed an exercise 
in courage: reading their original 
poems at the Missouri History 
Museum in front of an audience. It was 

the final event of the 7th Grade Poetry 
Foundation, called “Poetry on Their 
Own Terms.”

South City Preparatory Academy 
eighth-grader Kalise Harris knows how 
they feel. Representing her school last 
year, Harris laid it all on the line. Her 
poem paid tribute to her fifth-grade 
best friend, who committed suicide 
after kids made fun of her for living in 
a foster home.

“I kept telling myself, ‘Don’t cry 
don’t cry,’ but when I finally let the 
tears out it actually made me feel so 
much better,” Harris said. “I used to 

National and local celebrities – 
like “The Voice” finalist Matthew 
Schuler – will perform alongside 
America SCORES scholar-athletes 
to raise funds for at risk youth at 
American Scores St. Louis’ 2014 
Fundraiser on Saturday, April 26 at 
The City Hall Rotunda.
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WITH DANA G. RANDOLPH

Africa World Documentary 
Film Festival screens at 
Missouri History Museum

Poetry for 

7th graders

Local foundation prompts the 

muse within middle schoolers

Christopher Page is the 
creator/director/choreographer 
and media producer behind 
Continuing the Legacy.

I thoroughly enjoyed COCA’s 
COCAdance encore presentation of 
Continuing the Legacy last month. 
The performance was sponsored 
by McCormack, Baron & Salazar 
and Dentons. Native St. Louisan 
Christopher Page is the creator/
director/choreographer and media 
producer for this moving piece 
depicted in three movements: “Life 
Ain’t Been No Crystal Stair,” 
“Blowing Winds of Change” 

and “Infinite 
Possibilities.”

Continuing the 
Legacy chronicles 
African-American 
life in three stages 
beginning with 
the end of slavery/
Reconstruction 
through the Great 
Migration, the 
Black Renaissance, 
the Civil Rights 
Movement, 9/11 to 

the Present. 
Christopher received his 

education and dance training from 
COCA and the Conservatory of 
Music and Dance at UMKC. He is 
in his third season as a member of 
the Cleo Parker Robinson Dance 
Ensemble in Denver. 

A few of the stellar performers 
included the gifted Talia Bennett 
(daughter of Vince and Christina 
Bennett, Joye Forrest (daughter of 
Jeffrey and Sheila Little-Forrest), 
Trey Johnson, Alexandria 
Stephens, Winter Brown, Brooke 
Terry, Alisa Cooper, David 
Hubbard and Kamal Lado.  

The St. Louis Alumnae Chapter 
and the St. Louis Alumnae Delta 
Foundation of Delta Sigma Theta, 
Inc. presented the 2nd Annual 
Spring Gospel, Jazz and Blues 
Brunch last month. The well-
orchestrated affair was chaired 
by Ida Goodwin Woolfolk and 
co-chaired by Shirley Brown. What 
a duo. 

Music abounded at this popular 
brunch held in the Grand Ballroom 
of the St. Louis Marriott Hotel. The 

See POTPOURRI, C5

filmmakers from Australia, Bolivia, 
Canada, Congo, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Denmark, 
Ethiopia, Gabon, Germany, Ghana, 

Grenada, Italy, Jamaica, Mali, 
Mozambique to Uganda, USA,  

hold in emotions but writing can let 
everything out.”

Harris is only beginning 
to understand that she’s not 
responsible for what happened to 

her friend.
“I felt like it was all my fault 

that it happened. I felt like I didn’t 

Christopher 

continues 

the legacy

See FILMS, C4

See POETRY, C4

The 2014 Seventh Grade Poetry Contest was held at the MIs-
souri History Museum Wednesday. Ryshaad Beuford, a student 
at Compton-Drew ILC Middle School, reads his winning prose 
entitled “My Life.”  Photo by Wiley Price

Rosebud’s 
‘Hattitudes’ 
returns to 
Afro World

Meet and Greet with Harriet 
Rosebud of New York will 
take place 5 p.m. Friday, May 
2 at Afro World, 7276 Natural 
Bridge Rd. The “Hattitudes” 
in-store fashion show will 
take place 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, May 3.

By Kenya Vaughn
Of The St. Louis American

“I’m so excited, because 
being the largest female milliner 
manufacturer in the United States, 
it’s just extraordinary and we are 
so fortunate in St. Louis to have 
a piece of her,” said Sheila Little 
Forest, president of Afro World & 
Fashion Company. 

Dana G.

Randolph

See ROSEBUD, C5

Africa on the big screen

Theodore Collatos’ “Move,” which tells the story of Chicago-
based contemporary African-American dance company Deeply 
Rooted Dance Theater, will screen at the 2014 Africa World 
Documentary Film Festival at the Missouri History Museum.

In the mix

The iconic DJ Kid Capri lived up to his legend to say the least during his spin session as 
celebrity guest DJ at Lola Friday night. He not only set the turntables on fire, but had partygoers 
on the dance floor until the club closed its doors.     Photo by Lawrence Bryant


